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Views off Vice President Wilson.
Boston, Nov. 20, 1873.

Vice President Wilson, above all others in¬

timately connected with the administration, Is
deeply interested in the late outrage upon the
American steamer Virginias. I met lilin at Young's
Hotel, m tins city, to-day, and during a brief con¬

versation he spoke warmly and emphatically upon
this question winch has so thoroughly aroused the

indignation ot the American people.
"It is a matter," said General Wilson, "In which

I have always lelt a deep personal Interest. A year
or more bofore the war broke out in Cuba several
Cuban gentlemen prominent iu the revolution met
me ui Washington to consult upon the

general question of anti-slavery and slavery,
of course I deeply sympathized with these

representatives of a liberal government, and

shared in their feelings aud enthusiasm for the

overthrow of the slavery. Ever since that time I
have kept a close watch of a flairs on the island,
and tiiey have been of a nature to harrow the

feelings or the most hardened specimens of hu¬

manity. They have murdered and slaughtered
meu by the hundreds, and this massacre of the
crew of the Virginias is in perfect keeping with
their other outrages; and, of course, 1 cannot help
but join in the indignation which prevails every¬
where. Some years ago, when 1 was In London,
1 was honored by a reception irom a son-in-law of
George Thompson, the renowned English abolition¬
ist, and there were many liberal and anti-slavery
Cubans present, and Irom what 1 learned from
them my knowledge aud opinions of Spanish out¬
rages were confirmed. I have been in a position
to know that, irom the very beguiuiug of the war,
they have been

KXTKKMEI.Y CRUEL AND BLOODTHIRSTY.
In addition to the natural atrocities ol Spanish
wariare there is added the demoralization of
slavery, and mose who believe In siavery have had
their ieroclty increased tentoid in consequence of
the power and growing feeling arrayed against it.
Those who believe in slavery have been demoral¬
ized by the system. This is as true or Cuba now as
It was true of the South a dozen or 15 years ago."

.'But, General, what do you tuink is going to be
the result of this

"I hope the time will come when, either by the
success of the revolutionary men there or by the
action ol the home government, there will be an
end put to sucn barbaiities as this Vlrgiutus
ailalr."
"But what do yon think onr own government

will do about this latest outrage i"
"The government must act upon some certain,

defined principles, aud not in a hastv passiou.
When wo do move we must move coolly and cau¬
tiously, but still with a determined purpose. I
don't see, though, how the government can do
otherwise than put her available war vessels in
readiness, aDd, in case hostilities should come, be
in a condition not to be laughed at by the whole
world. A great many men wno sympathize with
the revolution have in the past few months had
faith that Spain herself would correct these con¬
tinued outrages of the last five ,»ears. If, even
now, Spain should move earnestly and deter¬
minedly, It is not impossible that she might
manage to reclaim and govern the island of Cuba."
"What do you imagine is the general feeling of

Americans concerning the revolution ?"
"I don't see how any American, especially an

anti-slavery man, can fall to sympathize with the
Cubau movement, for the revolutionary element is
cluefly of auu-slavery meu, and the wiping out of
slavery is one of the ch)a« motives of the rebellion.
I think that in the end -aba will belong to the
United Males. Its great "»i mercial importance,
as well as lis sanitary advantages, render it desira¬
ble that the Island should beloiig to this country,
and, ot course, If we acquired the territory slavery
would disappear at once aDd forever."
Tne Vice President has almost fully recovered

from his late indisposition, ana during the last lo
days he has gamed an average of a pound a day.
He visits Boston almost daily, and in his perambu¬
lations about the city indulges in the exercise oi
walking rather than riding. He will leave lor'
Washington about the 27tn Inst., and linger one or
two duys iu New York and Philadelphia wtnle en
route, lie will take the chair upon the assembling
oi Congress, but by the advice of his physician
will he ( tireinl to avoid latigne la penorming his
duties, »i weti as to escape, as far as possible, the
beseeching* and entreaties ot the army ol orth-e-
seekers who are so olten tbe terror, If not the
death, ol some of our most efficient public servants.

Opinion of (icnrriil Bailer.
Boston, Not. 20, 1873.

Notwithstanding the claims which an extensive
legal practice have had upon the time and atten¬
tion ot General Butler during the last lew days, he
has nevertheless found time to dwell upon the
late atrocities at Santiago Ue Cuba. 1 called upon
the distinguished gentleman at his office, up in
Pemberton square, this afternoon, and among
other things talked over was this grave ques¬
tion now uppermost in the public miud. The
conversation between the interrogator and inter¬
rogated was substantially as follows;.
Reporter.Are you willing to give your views

on the Cuban complications t
Answer..I hardly know whether I ought to

trust myself to give an opinion upon those mat¬
ters, because 1 am an original Cuban and made
one of the Lone Star League at the time of the ex¬
ecution of Lopez and Crittenden under a demo¬
cratic administration. I was exceedingly indig¬
nant at the non-interference of the government
then; but I was a younger man than I am now.
It is al« ays difficult for t wo nations to

DRIFT INTO A WAR
on account of the misconduct of subordinate
officials, provided the nations themselves are will¬
ing to do Justice to each otiier. as I understand
the (acta of onr present complications with Cuba
they are something like these:.'The Vliglnius,
with lour or live reoel chiefs, left our shores in

VIOLATION OF OCR NEUTRALITY LAWS,
carrying some 160 or 160 men recruited in the
United States; that the Vir mius was a regularly
registered American vessel aud entitled to carry
the American flag; that she came somewhere in
the vicinity oi Cuba wuli her passengers and arms
for the succor oi the insurgents, when she was
seized by a .Spanish vessel, which had chased her
aud overtaken her.lor want ol coal, piobably.

IN IJRITI-III waters:
that she was then captured, carried to Santiago de
Cuba, lour of the insurgent chiefs.among whom
W&s HIan -all ot whom had previously been tried
and convicted under {Spanish law m the Cuban
courts, were shot alter an immediate trial bv naval
court martial: that thereupon a large portion of
the passenger"oi the Virgtmus were

LincHEllXD IN 001.0 JILOOD.
Now, although the Cu ..in rebellion has been

going on for liv years aud over, yet the Spanish
government have always reiused to recognize a
slate ol belligerency, and ad other nations have
respected that vl< w ol Spain, largely because
the insurgents hold no port in Cuba with whieh to
commiinlcuto with the outside world. Now ir
there is

NO STATE OF BELLIGERENCY
between Spain and Cuba there certainly can be
no state oi war, and Spain cannot, under treuties,
exercise the war power of right of search and
seizure, or even cause the examination of paoers
oi a neutral in Spanish waters, an of course -he
cannot lollow sncli vessel into other waters aud
capture her. The doctrine that was held iu

THE TRENT < A-E
was that our proceedings were all wrong beem »e
the Trent was not brought m lor adjudication.
What loi in ol adjudication could Spain make in re¬
gard to the Virginiusf There being no state of
war, she could not be a prize oi war. She cannot be
seized lor any violation of Spain's municipal regula-
tions became she

WAS NOT IN SPANISH WATERS.
Bbe certainly cannot be deemed a piruto currying
an American register ana the American nag, ana
In making i.er way on the high sea" ami being re¬
ceived at Jamaica with comity and cordiality. For
this

VIOLATION OF OUR FLAG
the most ample reparation s oulcl be demanded,
and the advices bad are that Spain ia Wllixng to
give that, j-or

THE MURDER OF OUR CITIZENS
we are entitled not only to the most ample rcpnrn-
tlou tbai can be made by Spain, but such condign
punishment of the offending subordinate officers
who did the murder as wdl insure the-acredn' ss
of the American neck, which is American soil, and
Insure respect to the nationality of our citizens
even when engaged In an unlawful attempt to aid
Insurrection in another rouaiiy. it. has*been said
that J.lie \ trgiuiiis, being upon an unlawml voyage,r-, R ». II (III II 11,11 'I Kll V ST U M, I.gainst our municipal laws and neutrality, was not

furnishes10 ^tar our That, in my judgmeut,
. NO EXCl SF. TO 81'AIN.

we nave not employed her as a police officer onthe high seas, it ts clearly the duty of the gov.eminent ol the United states to proceed, in the
jirouipeat manner, to have due reparation made,

v APOIOOY GIVEN,End due punishment by Spain of her offendingiiftlW#. It wm What we accorded to Brazil In ue

case of the copturo of the Florida by Collins, ami
we cau certainly demand no less. Hut hoioiu

OOMKS A DIFFICULTY.
I do not believe that the home government of
Spain, with two insurrections against it on its
own soli.the insurgents at Cartagena and Don
Carlos hi the mouutaius.lias the power, through
lhtf present Ministry, or, indeed, in her present
form of government, to give us that satisfaction and
reparation, except it is a toimal one, and certainly
nor to punish the officials in Cuba. Her troops
there are regulars and volunteers. The regulars
are largely Carlists, and opposed to the Cas¬
teiar governmeat. The voluuteers are, almost to
a man, pro-slaverv, and therelore opposed to the
Castelar government for the proclamation of
emancipation. 1 leel persuaded that if castelar
should attempt to carry out such measure* as our
honor demands that he must take in the premises
it would be simply his overthrow, and, 1 think,

TUB OVKRT11KOW OF TDK SPANISH RSPltKl.lC.
Bow far considerations of the stress ol a sister

republic.and the only one. In laet, in Europe, ior

France is hardly a republic in name.should deter
us or restrain us from instantly pressing, even

WITH AKMKl) POUCH,
our rights, Is a question lor wise statesmanship
and the just consideration of the people.

1 am led to believe that those executions lu Cuba
have gone on against the peremptory and express
orders ol the Castelar government, and it so may
it not bo quite possible, H not probable, that it was
done by the Cuban officials on purpose to embroil
the United States with the Castelar government
for its overthrow? If it should turn out to be the
fact that

SPAIN CANNOT CONTROL CUBA
in this regard, then the Halted States, in rat judg¬
ment, have but one thing to do, and that is to take
the matter into her own hands and take

POSSKSNISN OK TUB INLAND OK CUBA,
settling the affair with Soain afterward by diplo¬
macy when she has a government with wtilcU to
diniomatlze.

1 do not see anything else that I desire to add
except to say that in any eveut 1 think there
should be

KItOMPT, PKOIDKP AND RPKIC1F.NT ACTION
by the administration; and I have no doubt that it
will be taken, to the entire satisfaction of the
people. Certainly 1 think I cau answer for it, with¬
out being empowered to speak lor it in any manner,
that the present administration will be no more
supine or undetermined than was tne democratic
administration in the case of Lopez and Crittenden.
Have you any otlier question to ask me ?
Hkpoktkk.1 do not think of any other subject tu

this connection.
Answer.Weil, that Ls all 1 know abont it.

Senator Stocktou's View*.
Wasiiinutom, Nov. 20, 18T3.

In an interview with your correspondent .Sen¬
ator John p. Stockton, of New Jersey, expressed
his views fully on the question of the Vlrglntus
massacre, lie says that the country is fully com¬
mitted to the doctrine that the flag covers all
under it on the high seas. It was one
of the main causes of our war with
England in 1M2, and has always
been Insisted upon by us and may be considered a

pari of the law of nations. \Y nether the inteutions
of those on board the Virginius were hostile to
Spanish rule In Cuba or not is a quesfiou which lias
no place whatever in determining the right or the
Spanish authorities to board her and make pris¬
oners of ail on board. There is no allegation that
the vessel was even suspeeted or being anything
but what she turned out to be; no allegation ti at
the flag was supposed iraudulemly to cover any¬
thing but United States property regularly cleared
froui a I nited States port. The treaty by which
the great maritime Powers agreed to keep naval
forces respectively on the coast ofAfrica tosuppress (
the slave trade was founded on the denial, even
on that cojst, of the right of a cruiser of any na-
tion to violate the flag of another to ascertain
whether suspicions of the character of a vessel
m ght be well founded. What, therefore, may have
been lounU on board the Vlrglnlus calculated to
show that her purposes was illegal, should have no

place in the consideration of the present question,
But whatever may be said of the capture, the sub- I
sequent conduct of the Spanish authorities toward
the nufortunate prisoners was a violation of the
/^.w °{ 11,itl0U3 well as 01 every principle or
Chiiotlauity and humanity itself. The inhu¬
man butchery of helpless prisoners, even if
they had been captured on the island
in actual hostilities, with arms in their hands, is a
direct violation ol the mode in rules or war and it
must not be lorgotten that the atrocities were

Jn .co!(1 blood by the commissioned
officers of Sp un, acting under her authority, it
was not the natural result which could have been
anticipated by those venturing within the held
01 military operations. Dor was it caused bv tho
act ol insurgents over whom the Spanish govern¬
ment had lost temporary control, it was egailv
Jbe act of the Spanish government through their
app luted officials, so that the government of
Spain must not only condemn the act of seizure
but must disavow the act ol and puuisti
as criminals those who violated the laws
?' ®y shooting prisoners, however captured,
in cold blood, if it he true thai the Spanish gov¬
ernment did all in its power by telegrann to pre¬
vent the wanton act of cruelty they cannot refuse
to punish the perpetrators a.-, murderers, hut it
scetns, uiso, on at least two occasions since the first
sacrifice, at intervals of several days, after it was
alleged that the wires had been cut to prevent the
reception of the messages 01 inercy, others of the
prisoners were again shot dow n under ctrcum-
? ?nt®sequal atrocity. If these accounts are
true, it we have no reason to Uonbt the good faith
P i.1 e. ''bine government of Spain, then

! .n ,rue '¦''at wuile she denies ihat war
exists on the Island of Cuba she shows herself to
oe unable to prevent the island irom being an
asylum for pirates, who, clothed in her un"
forms and with her appliances 01 war. prey upon
those sailing on the high seas, and, bringing their
prlsuuer» home, slaughter them indiscriminate'*
w thout a judicial inquiry as to their several
purposes, business or intentions, and in de-
spue 01 the orders of their own govern¬
ment auu without permitting the helpless
victims even to appeal to their own consulates j
II .>pain is helpless to prevent such outrages, now
long should a great country to which her foreign
possessions are adjacent submit to their renetl-

U the government of tue United .--tatta is

the 'eiirtiT"1 nV® ,
ot,rr «'hrUtlai. naUons of

the earth submit to it long f dur gov-
erument should not be alarmed at the "an-
prehension that we can be charged with a
design to msten a quarrel upon Spain in order to
take advantage of her domestic troubles at home
and thereby acquire possession of the l-land of

h. » .h
history of the last Ave years ha« shown

that the government of the United utat-s has
fulfilled ail its obligations to the -panisii
government, and lias even been severely
censured by many lor permitting an inhuman
war to rage for so long in an island
adjui-ent to our coast without conceding belligerent
ng.its to both the belligerent paities, lusb-al

? rtVwl1' * the Spanish cruisers alone to use our
poi.s whenever the necessities of tue war made it

! bill .motto them lor any purpose. Whether
j des table .or the United states to acquire
po^s' -sion of Cuba, thereby losing a government
eilhr^'ot *jm000,000 annually from customs and

so Us? at,
% 0 °,nr P°n»'atlon nearly

50 ,000 blacks, many 01 thern native Africans
and the whole iar luierior in intelligence to tin- ne-

j groes 01 the South, is much to be doubted; but that
is a question which in no way concerns tue govern-
nic-nt or people of this country at this time.
11 ispain does not mean openly to defy the
law ol nations and throw down the gauntlet

2 dUaV0Vr l,ie violation of our!
nag. J. she does not mean op.-nly to d<-lv not
oniy the Jaw 01 nations but the laws ol clvniz 1-

on, which arc respected by all but savages
she must denounce the continued least of
blood with which her soldiers have g.utted
themselves, if she means that the United
Kates should preserve towards he; and the Cuban
Insurgents toe present status ol neutrality .-bo
must give proof of her ability to prevent such
outrages as that of the Virginins by immediate
punishment of those who nave done her so
grievous an Injury and torrefied their nghi io be
treated as civilized combatants, it a largo iieet of
I n.ted .-tatcs vessels had been cruising in Cuban
waters at the time this capture and massacre could
not have occurred, ii a squadron snould be sent
now, and should under similar circumstances re¬
sent an attempt to repeat the occurrence, the re-
suit would be a naval combat on the coast, of Cuba.
£¦0 it appears that such an occurrence w.is only
possible because the .Spanish authorities had a
superior lorce on the spot at the moment, and now
unless the acts of 'iurnel be unequivocally con-
doomed, the presence 01 two large squadron-, act¬
ing under the views 01 their respective govern-
men i, may lead to a collision. Though having no

c, uniii knowing the position taken bv the

ti1.^ m,?!!IernmcntcxcePt that derived through
to iKii c *! ,>,elJiUor w unwilling
to believe that Spain win hesitate to

h humanit'v" or0'^'10? °ur "a" un'' the
i w. v" -!, l,utc',er>- lf is unable,

.
prevent ur'her outrages by bringing

1

be'"proposedH^mtratlon'mlght
extent 01 tile 01 determining the

r tfrlJnds8dorT tCD&SS,Le?T
and crew, the Senator thought that tos* w!I2er»
such a proposition w.,u!d be -iiiduy s|i,,Vkm» ra
facts, as far us gathered, appear toK SL, f
The principles of international law and those or
hnmanlly whicn control others cannot be the
ject 01 arbitration, bcc.iUMi thev are too 11rm J
established; cannot be decenfly disputed auri .n

never be surrendered, if, however, dpafa Hiinr
not dispute these propositions, and ir tne auastion
should, in any purt of it, become one of disputed
facts, or the application of these recognized prin¬
ciples to the facts of the present case, there would
still be ample time to consider sucl^ a proposition
Hut at present, with the Information before us
the bare suggestion Is v-ry much out of piaec
In reference to the conrs" the .Spanish government
win rake. It Is supposable that that government
will do precisely what it has been already said they

should do.thai is. disavow the nets of Burriel. and
tiling iiio malefactors to certain punishment.
It is tier <lutv to Herself to do it, lor it
would seem that one cannot contemplate
as a act that a great l'ower like >paiu
should tail to tree Itself from the disgrace which
not only the civilized world now, nut history for
all time, will attach to such a crime us that at
^anuago. Jlow far she may lie powerless to punish
the malciactors against popular sentiment. In the
nudst of a civil war at homo and with
an Insurrection In Cuba, is a more serious ques¬
tion lor us. because It becomes one always of diffi-
culty us to what course, undersuch clrcun stances,
should be pursued by innocent neutrals whose citi¬
zens are endangered bv the inability of a govern¬
ment to make Its power lelt over Its own subjects;
arid In this case the difficulty is increased bc-
causo 8paiu, botng in no wise responsible
for the acis of the insurgents, wouid then admit
a want of responsibility for the acts, or at least
the power to control tlW^onduct, of either party.
In rotrard to what coiu^yCongress would pursue
If now in session the Senator had not an assured
idea even, and the luture action of Cougress
must depend, of course, upon the state
or circumstances officially communicated when it
conies into huwsiou. As to what the condition of
utl'uirs will be then an opinion cannot be saiely
ventured. As a member of the Senate Naval Com¬
mittee of the last Congress, Senator Stockton said
that he bud advocated the strengthening of the
navy, knowing that a ileet could not oe Improvised
to meet every emergency, and If there is any
present doubt of our ability to enforce respect lor
our flag through want of a sufficient provision
of ships ot war he regretted that views like tils
own had not sooner prevailed in Cougress.
Opinions of James H. Glass, of Alabama.

Washington, Nov. 20, 187a.
Representative James H. Glass, of Alabama,

though a native of that State, was educated in
Illinois, in the Legislature of which ho served a

term. He returned to Alabama at the breaking
out of the war and served throughout it lu the
Southern army. This is his second Congressional
terra. He is a democratic member.
On being asked what ho thought of the Cuban

troubles, he replied "that the capture of the Vir-
ginius had occurred since he left his State, but let¬
ters which he had received stated that thronghout
the Soutn the excitement on the snbject was at
fever heat. Cuba had always been looked npon
with a longing eye by the Gnlf States, and deemed
as property belonging to that section of the
country. There had been for years a large and
valuable trade between the Southern ports and
Havana and other portions of Cuba. This and the
pa.-senger traffic had been much hampered and
intericred with by the Jealous restrictions
and suspicious watchfulness of the Spauish
colonial authorities. This made bad feel¬
ing. but n-ude from this there was a
strong svmpathy with the Insurgents and a desire
In every manner they could to help them to throw
ofl'the oppressive rulo 01 the remote home gov¬
ernment. Tne Captain Generals and the colonial
authorities came out lrom Spain, not to stay, but
to make fortunes in the quickest possible
time and then return to the old country to enjoy
them. Tney cared nothing for the prosperity of
the island. Their sole object was to ulean from the
land all they could to fill their pockets. To that
end they taxed and oppressed the people in every
possible way."

"v\ hat would be the prospect of raising troops in
Alabama lor the invasion of Cuba iu case of war?"
"More men would volunteer than the government

would flud uecessary to accept. They would oe
men who had served through the late war as Con¬
federate solders.well drilled arid disciplined
troops. A Couicderate colonel irom my State
told me yesterday that ho intended immediately
on is return to raise two regiineuts and hold
them in readiness to be mustered into the United
States service in ease war should be declared, and
that he ielt sure that lie could organize 2,000 men
for that purpose within two weeks."
"What torce would you deem sufficient as an

army of invasion?"
"I do not know the number of the Spanish land

forces, but I suppose they are more than 80.000
strong. Twenty-live thousand Araericaus, proper¬
ly equipped and officered,would easily put them to
rout. Twice that number, or more, could
be raised in the Southern States and landed upon
the island in a very few weeks alter the declara¬
tion of war. We should be complete masters of
Cuba at the furthest within two months from the
commencement of operations,"
"How do you think it would do to snbmlt the

question 01 our complaints to the arbitration ol a
tribunal appointed by foreign Powers t"
"There is nothing which is a lit subject for arbi¬

tration. The outrages are too great to submit, to
any outside interference. The insult is too griev¬
ous to be thus treated. All international law has
been ru lely thrust aside by the colonial authori¬
ties. A vessel bearing our flag has been seized
upon the high seas and the persons on board that
vessel, claiming to be passengers, and the crew
sailing under its protection, have been taken Into
a Spanish port, and there, without a proper
trial. shot to death. Spain does not
acknowledge any war on the Is.and of Cuba. Then,
as a matter of international law, any vessel under
American colors has a right to visit any of the
Cuban parts lor the purpose of trade. If engaged
in illegal traffic, she Is Uuble to seizure and confls-
cation by due process of law. Hut no Spanish
man-oJ-war has a right to seize an American
vessel on the high seas or waters distant over a
league or three miles from the Spanish shore, isbe
has passed out or the police sovereignty and the
court jurisdiction or Spanish authority. If
Spain had accorded belligerent rights to the in¬
surgents there might be some possible
excuse In the claim that she had a right, as an act
of war. to seize or overhaul vessels or which there
might be strong proof that they were carrying
mnuitions of war and other supplies to the
belligerents; but, as she denies all this
state of affairs, she has do right of seizure
other than wnlch may arise from the detection on
her own shores of parties giving aid and comfort
to the insurgents. As for trying and executing the
captain and crew and passengers as pirates, that is
utterly unjustifiable. The Virginlus bad on board
her register as an American vessel, with the
proper custom honsc papers, and was flying, as
was her right, the American Hag. When the Span¬
ish volunteers fired that volley which killed those
captured on the virginius, in tneir bloodthirsty
haste, they little knew what would be the result.
It will prove to be the death volley over the grave
of Spanish rule iu Cuba."

Opinion* ol T. C. P'att.
The writer hart the following conversation with

Mr. Thomas C. i'latt, Congressman elect from this
State, on the subject ol the Virglnlus massacre
and the chances of a v. ar vi 1th Spain. The writer
queried:.
"What Is your opinion, Mr. Piatt, regarding the

present complications with Spain)1 no you think
that we ought to go to war to redress the Virginias
butchery V"
"Personally speaking," answered Mr. Piatt, "my

voice Is for war. It would be popular, and if
brought to a successful close redound to the honor
of the republican party. As a private Individual,
therefore, I should join into the cry of 'Hurrah
boys; let's go in for war.* Like other irresponsi¬
ble persons who are now talking war, I should
then feel at liberty to criticise the conduct of the
administration In case the war policy did not turn
out as well as It is generally expected; or If things
went altogether wrong lor us, I should perhaps,
like others, be loud in the condemnation of the
government for undertaking the war at all.

BI T AS A CONOKKSSMaN
I should hesitate before 1 won d ail my voice to
the vote that would precipitate us into a war on,
what 1 consider a purely technical question: lor
Had the Virginias oeen cauetit a f"v inileR nearer
to the Cuban coast, in Spanish waters, Instead of
being captured on the high seas, 1 do not sec what
right the United .States would have had to inter-
leie, except on the score of outraged nurnanlty.
At any rate, bciore rushing to war I should count

the cost. I think the general sentiment Is some¬
thing like this:.There lias been a butchery some¬
where and somebody has got to be licked."
"Do you not think that we ought to abate the

Cuban nuisaucc by annexing tue island t" Inquired
the writer.
To which Mr. Piatt replied, with a humorous

twinkle in his eye:."I am in favor ol'manifest
destiny,' of course, and If the acquisition oi Hie
Island is part ol that doctrine 1 think the sooner we
have Cuba the better. The Virginias massacre
tarnishes us an excellent opportunity to carry out
the manifest destiny aforesaid. Of course, the
question ua to whether tee acquisition of Cuba
wltn the perplexing siaverv question would be an
advantage to this country is open to doubt, home
American s laicsmen hold mat

WK I'OSSKSH KNOUOH LAND A I.KKADY.
Wc could have had St. Itommgo almost for the
asking, and the acquisition ol cuba would coat us
blood as well as treus re. It is said oi a man en¬
cumbered with too much real estate that lie Is
'land poor.' 1'he same might be said of Uncle
ham. II we must have Cuba now is ttie accepted
time. Hut I should not give my vote tu favor of
war on a mere pretext. Oi cours" the Virginias
massacre cannot be too strongly condemned irom
tno btandpoint of humanity, and ought to be re¬
dressed. But I should very much regret any com¬
binations of evcniu that would contradict the pop¬
ular motto of our President,'Let us nave peace,'
and compel us to exclaim instead, 'Let us have

Mr. I'latt then remarked that he had for the pres¬
ent nothing lurther to say on Mi" Vliglnlu* com¬
plications, and the conversation turned upon other
subjects.

Opinion of Mr. Thomm >?. Dnrsnl.
Washington, Nov. 20, i*73.

Thomas J. Durant, counsel lor the United States
on the American and Spanish Joint Commission, to
which are referred all claims by our citizens
against Spain, was found in his office bnstly en¬
gaged in the prepaialien of the new code 01 the
United states. Mr. Dnrant expressed some sur¬
prise at the depth of feeling manifested In the
country. He thought the New York meeting last
night shewed tins, and especially so In the fact
that gentlemen like the chatruiau nastcaqd to ej.-.

pre** themselves ho plainly, In advance of official
information. Mr. Dnrant mated that a prominent,
foreign diplomat here receutiy said. In conversa¬
tion, that the action of the Spanish authorities was
more vindictive and cruel than any otner govern¬
ment in Europe would be guilty of even if the
parties had been caught red-handed. This was
certainly not the case, so far as the facts were
known. In reply to a remark the diplomat roferrod
to said that the United Mates would be bound to
go further.that it had the right to do so.than
the obtaining of reparation, apology and
indemnity, all of wlucn he thought
Spam would give. This country must demand
guarantees. These the Madrid government could
not give. The Important consequences hung on
that. Mr. Durant himself said that there could be
no doubt or the illegality of the Virginlus capture
aud of the crime committed in tho execution by
General Uurriol. The vessel was uot a blockade
runner, a privateer or a pirate. All ol these
characters are well defined In maritime
law. She might pursue, as sue probably
did. an Illegal traffic, but could not
be captured on the high seas. Even 11 properly
taken, her summary condemnation, while it was
evident according to the report of her clearance
irom Kingston Jamaica, that ber papers were regu¬
lar, Is an act outside of international law and ad¬
miralty procedure. The treaty or agreement of
February 12, 1871, under wliich an arbitration bad
been agreed upon as to olauns against Spain by
American citizens, aud by which the American and
Spanish Joint Claims Commission was formed, did
pot provide and was nover designed lor any such
events as those now transpiring. They relate to
private claims, filed by private parties, not to tho
redressing of national outrages. What was really
to be regretted, apart from our own national rela¬
tions, in bis Judgment, was in its effect
on tho Spanish Hepublic, whose success was,
politically speaking, of more cousoquence than that
of Cuba. Mr. Durant was not prepared to say
whether arbitration could be resorted to, though
lie thought the Madrid government would present
the idea. On tho other hand, he was dis¬
posed to believe that the affair had pro¬
ceeded too far In a summary way to
be disposed of lu any such manner. He was also
of the opinion that If the Virginlus had been cap¬
tured in llrltlsh waters we should have to present
onr claim to that government, which would lor
herself make a demand on Spain. The shooting of
her subjects, as alleged, would greatly complicate
the case against ispain.

Views of General Jamei S. Negley.
Pittsburg, Nov. 19, 1873.

In conversation on tho probable action of the
coming Congress on the Virgluius matter, General
James S. Negley, member of Congress from the
Twenty-second district, Bald that be thought there
would be much broader measures proposed than
the recognition of Cuba as a belligerent. He
thought the majority of the members would insist
on an apology for the insult to the flag of the gov¬
ernment and reparation for the loss of life and
property by the puymeut of an Indemnity lor the
damage done and the surrender of all those con-
cemed In the massacre of the
To tear down our country's flag
bead of a vessel sailing under It on the
high seas, which was her only protection, soema
to me tne most emphatic insult our government
could be subjected to, and never shad my vote be
cast in countenance ot it. This act, it appears to
mc, was even a greater outrage than the massacre
of those defenceless men. What right had the
Spaniards to interfere with this vessel 7 Her
papers were drawn up in the proper form, her
passengers were properly registered and her
cargo was but merchantable goods. Why, even
ii the Virginlus hud been laden to the water's
edge with ammunition she could not be re¬
cognized as contraband of war, inasmuch as
Spam docs not recognize Cuba as a belligerent
Power, and does uot recognize officially that it has
war with Cuba.
In regard to Secretary Fish's timidity in this

matter General Negley said that he felt assured
Congress would rebuke the diplomatic action of
the Secretary of State. That body considers he
could have prevented the second massacre. It
was only last year that leading Congressmen were
desirous of a more decided stand on this Cuban
matter. Every man in the Cabinet, with the ex¬
ception of Secretary Fish, Is determined to exact
reparation from Spain, nut the country may over¬
come Mr. Fish's timidity, lor Congress has the
power to take action upon the presentation by the
President of tho case, with his views on the
matter. The* people generally will endorse the
most vigorous policy of the government. A
patriotic leeling has been aroused, and It is popu¬
larly considered that the action of Spain admits of
no apology.

PUBLIC PEN AND INK OPINIONS.
Zambranl on Salmeron and Castelar.

"Before and After."
To tub Editor op the Herald:.
Your leader in last Sunday's Herald, with re¬

gard to the Vlrglnius outrage, suggests a few re¬

marks. which I beg leave to make through your
columns.
While dwelling upon the lawlessness of the

Havana "volunteers," and the inability of the
home government to control them, you refer to the
republicans who rule Spain, and quote from a
speech of Seilor Salmeron to substantiate your
own reasoning on the subject. But this arises from
the fact that the leading men of Spain, while In the
opposition, call the government to task for the
misrule of Cuba, and the crimes perpetratod on
that bleeding island, as Seflor Salmeron did in the
speech referred to. True, in that and several
other speeches before the Spanish Cortes, he bit¬
terly denounced the "volunteers" as a disgrace to
Spain, and called upon the government to restrain
them, at least out of regard lor the opinions of the
clvlllzcil world, suddenly one of the weekly Min¬
isterial crises of republican Spain placed htm In
the Presidential cuair ol that distracted country,and suddenly too he forgot altogether
the "volunteers" and their lawless doings. Not
even a word has he uttered against them,
not even lor consistency's sake, while President
of the so-called Republic of Spain, Like him, Cas-
teiur made the halls of the Cortes ring with high-sounding language for liberty, justice and the
abolition of slavery as well as other necessary re¬
forms in Cuba; but he becomes the chief Executive
of Spain and only proves mmself to be one "volun¬
teer" more lor Cuba.
Such has ever been the case with Spanish states¬

men. particularly us regards unfortunate Cnba. in
the opposition their voice is raised loud and high
for ireedom and all the requirements of civiliza¬
tion. but as soon us they grusp the reins of gov¬
ernment their misrule and oppression are second
to none, to say nothing of their subserviency to
any set of wicked men who, like the Havana "vol¬
unteers," know how to lee the powers that be.
For this reason the Spanish government has not
punished the murderers of the Havana students,
nor will even rebuke the perpetrators or the out¬
rage upon the American steamer Vlrginius or en¬
deavor to bring to justice the outchers ol the crew
and passengers of that steamer. Such murderers
and butchers overawe the Spanish government in
Cuba, and their crimes, so far as Spain Is con¬
cerned, will continue to go on unpunished, not¬
withstanding the great moral responsibility and
blighting disgrace that such crimes cast upon that
decrepit nation. A. ZAMUKANA.

Apntilsli Outrage* Upon American Sail¬
ors in Cuba.Where Is the Honor of
the Flag I

New Yoiik, Nov. 20, 1873.
To TfiK Editor ok the Herald:.
in April, 1871, 1 was In H.igua, Cuba, as master of

the schooner Lilllas, of Stockton, Me. Wbcn
loaded and ready ;or sea a negro was found bidden
on board my vessel. I reported it to the owners
of the negro, who took him away. At midnight a
boat full of armed soldiers took me irom my bed,
with orders to take mo ashore dead or alive, and
hurried mc away to prison, placing me at 2lr.it In a
cell wnere several nrlsoners were sick with small¬
pox. My wife and Infant child were left on hoard
my vessel. My mate, fearing arrest himself, took
the schooner's boat arid put to sea, being dually
picked up la the Htralts of Florida by a passing
vessel.

I was kept in Jail 40 days among negroes, China¬
men and Mpaulards, all in the tllthiest condition
possible, many oi them being actually covered
with vermin. At last, through the exertions of tho
American captains In port, who drew up a nroteat,
which was scut to Consul Hall at Maun/.as, that
g> utlernan came to .sagua, and In a week alter hi*
arrival I was released, without having nad a trial
or any charge having been made against ine so tar
as I could ascertain. .

I had to pay for all f had to eat, Tor a cot to sleep
on and lor the privilege of walking in the tail yard.
A sailor was taken irom an American vessel and

confined In the same orison with inc. The Ameri¬
can Consul seemed to take no interest in his case
or mine until obliged to do so by masters of ves¬
sels there. The sailor, when released several
months alter, was a living skeleton.
Upon my arrival In an American port I found

my vessel very much injured by having no caro lor
<o days, and my detention In prison had cost me
at least 11,000. Now all this would not have hap¬
pened if we had a Consul in .sagua who cared lor
the honor of Ins country's Hag or felt any interest
In the welfare of an American citizen. I do not be¬
lieve that our flag has been hoisted over the Con¬
sulate in Sagua for years.
The same thing can bo said of Cardenas. Wo are

obliged to submit to any and all Indignities tnat
may bo offered us In Cuba, ati.1 when we protest to
our consuls against any outrage they coolly Inform
us that we must submit to It.
And for tho last six years we have been treated

with contempt in culm, simply because we were
Americans, and they had every reasoD to believe
that no murder or outrage or Insult would ever be
avenged on them by the government or the United
States. .It is time the Spaniards In Cuba were tanglit a
lesson they will never forget, and the Insults they
have offered us were wasned out in their blood.
For myseif I expect to receive no redress lor my

wrongs, unless a chance Is given rnc to shoulder a
muske.' uudor the American Hag on the island of
Cub* 4WMU umvUL atgckion, Me.

DEFENCES OF HAVANA.

Fortifications and Garrison of the
Cuban Capital.

How the British Captured It 100 Tears Ago.
The City Vulnerable from the Land Bide.
The Morro, Cabana and La Funta.

How Havana Can Be Reduoed
To-Day.

Cuba, considering it* great value as a producing
country and ila highly liuportuut geographical posi-
tton, lias l>eeii notably exempt from foreign attack
sinco Its discovery and settlement by the Span¬
iards Of all her possessions in America, Castlllan
dominion, with the exception of a period less than
a year, has remained intact on the Island, which is
perhaps the richest colony possessed by any Euro¬
pean Power in any part of the globe. At an early
day the occasional eruptions of buccaneers gave
rise to tbe necessity of fortifying its harbora. i be
seat of government having been transferred from
Santiago de Cuba (which is now identillcd with one

of the most barbarous massacres of recent times)
to Havana, defensive workB wero erected at the
latter place, which have been continued and ex¬

tended until the city has become one of the strong¬
est in this part of the world. For many years Span¬
ish galloons and tlotlllas assembled at Havana be¬
fore finally crossing the Atlantic. Hut while hostil¬
ities raged in nearly every part of the West Indies,
the mother country being an active participant,
Cuba, with its 1,400 miles of seacoast and its num¬
erous harbors, remained free from the sound of hos¬
tile cannon, except on the two occasions to be
mentioned hereafter.
Havaua has always been a naval headquarters.

was used for fitting out expeditions to operate
against the enemies of Spain; but as the city was
considered almost impregnable, though it ib actu¬
ally the key to the entire island, it was deemed
prudent to avoid attacking the place. Witnilav-
ana In the possession of a hostile force the rest of
Cuba would bo of little or no value.

PRESENT STRKNOTU OF HAVANA.
The present strength, of Havaua Is a matter of

the greatest Interest. Its general plan of dcionces
has been constructed in the old style; out a pro¬
lusion of treasure has of late years been expended
to render the city and harbor as far as possible
proof against all assaults. And it Is highly proba¬
ble, from the lortiflcatlons that have been erected,
the precautions that have been taken, the diffi¬
culties that have been thrown in the way. and the
case with which the dofences themselves can be
used against attack, that the capture of
Havana would be a difficult enterprise to
accomplish. The walls of the city, run¬

ning from the mouth of the harbor across the
peninsula to the inner shore, enclose an ellipse of
*2,000 yards by 1,100 yards; but at the present time
more than twice that space outside of them is
completely covered by buildings. There are six
forts, numerous land and water batteries, loraiing
a continuous Hue running along both shores, be¬
sides the walls and citadel. The forto arc named
the Morro. La Cabafia, Principe, La Punta, Atares
and Numero 4, or San Diego. |

MORRO 0A3TLK
is deemed Impregnable, but it is believed a com-^potent naval force could pass it. Even if success¬
ful, however, L"00 guns could be brought to bear
on the ships after entering the harbor. For this,
among other reasons, military authorities agree
that if the place bo taken it must be taken by
operations conducted on land. La Cabafln is as

strong, if not a stronger work, than the Morro. In
1182 the latter was battered an entire day within
short range by three English line of battle Bhlps.
They had to retire without making any im¬
pression, after being badly disabled. Roynal, a
competent authority says, "The Morro is raised so
high above the level of the sea that even a first
rate vessel of war could not batter it. Hut La
Punta has not the same advantage. It is, never¬
theless, so situated that it can only be attacked by
a very narrow channel. In which the assailants
must be exposed to such a tremendous fire as few
would be able to withstand.
HAVANA CAN ONLY BK ATTACK HI' ON THE LAND SIDE
with any hope of success, and, even should such
an attempt be made, the difficulties to which a be¬
sieging army would be exposed arc utmost insur¬
mountable." One of these is the great scarcity of
good water. It could only be found nine miles
from the city, and the people, aware of Its absolute
necessity, would use every exertion to cut off the
supply. It would, therefore, be necessary, In case
of the city being invested, that the besiegers
should have strong detachments in intrench-
ments to protect the watering places and
prevent communication with the camp being Inter¬
rupted. Hot this difficulty, with all others, would be
certainly overcome by an enterprising and deter¬
mined commander having adequate resources at
his disposal. It is clear, however, that a large
army would bo required to Invest Havana, and a

powerful fleet to act in co-operation. All the in¬
surgents require Is arms, and these could be very
easily landed on either the northern or southern
coast of Hie district In which they operate. The
patriot forces would be able to take care of all the
Spantsh troops outside Havana, where the garri¬
son is reported to be 20,000, not including the
numerous sbtps-of-war, with their sailors and
marines.

IltON-CLAUS ANT) FORTS.
A naval officer of very high rank Is reported to

have recently said that our navy could easilv outer
Havana; that a fleet can pass anything. He
seemed to he under the impression that the forts
aud batteries have nothing heavier than 32-
poundcrs, and that tlio Spanish authorities were
without torpedoes.the only things that can
close a channel. It is beyond questlou that
the Spanish ineu-ol-war carry as heavy
metal ns vessels of other nations, and It
does not seem probable they would neglect
using them in their land dcienccs. The Spanish
naval officers are conceded to be very competent
In their profession, and the naval attache of their
Legation at Washington cannot have overlooked
tho special attention given in this country to the
matter of torpedoes. But if, according to Kaynaland others, Havana can only be taken by land, the
work In the event of war would become a compara¬
tively easr one to the United rttates. And at this
point It has to be moutioned that such wus the
opinion ol th<- English when tho city was attacked
aud captured by tbem, alter a lour days'siege, in
17ii'i. The large fleet, of 19 ships of the lino and 18
Irlgates that aoe-ompanled the expedition were un¬
able to make any impression on the sea defence.
The work was all on land. Tbe strength of Havana
in 1702, in comparison with the Hritisli naval and
military force that appeared before it at that time,was as great as It Is M-day, taking Into account
tb* advances made since tnen In the science of
war, when iron-clads, ooo-pound gnns, repeating
rifles and torpedoes are brought into operation.

THE ONLY POWER THAT KVKR ATTACKED CUBA
was Great Britain, on tho first occasion tho inva¬
sion ended most disastrously; on tho second
Havana fell Into ner hands. Tbe particulars of the
siege appended U at this moment instructive read¬
ing.

VERNON'S DISASTROUS EXPEDITION.
In 1741 Admiral Vernon, with a large fleot and

12 ooo troops under Lord Oathcgrt, was despatched
to the West Indies for the purpose of attacking the
commerce of Spain and capturing her most valu-
aide possessions In America. He made an attempt
to rodnce Oarthagena(Ecuador), In wmch ho tailed,
alter suffering very heavy losses. He returned to
Jamaica with a iragment of his beaten and
dispirited expedition, and determined to fall upon
C'noa. His military lorce was reduced to 8,000
available men, which ho augmented by l,ooo ne¬
groes, who were drilled and armed for the enter¬
prise. Vernon sailed lor the southeast part or tho
Island and anchored in Guantunamo Hay, in wnicn
Is situate Santiago de Cuba, where the mMsacre
of tho passengers and crow of J'JI1"1.?took place. The troops were landed and
encamped at a UiHtanco of

.further op tho river. Ho found Santtago too
strong to attack, however, and h s raoniremained
entirely inactive. The Spaniards'!)80. Jj"'to let Vernon alono. Ho rem,'V,ber, whon tho expedition returned to .Lunatca. (in
mustering tho troops the nlcturois rcpresen
being sadder than If tbey bad comu Irflrn a flcri.o
ramoaiffn. Tho flu® army that had »eit
12,000 strong was now reduced to 2,000. Disease,
caused bj bad salted provisions in a state ol pu¬
tridity and excesses in ruin while in Luba. cut off
In a few months over half of Vernon's troops.
When the news of the disastrous result reached
England the kingdom w-is filled with murmurs and
discontent, and the people were depressed in pro-

Iiortlon to that sanguine hope by which they had
iscn clovatod. But, though Vernon's expedition

actompmnea nottung oeyonn tne !<»«-¦« of tillaoldlera the rectirlsteniug of Guantauumo Hay »>.vthe name of Cumberland Harbor, lu complimeut to
ouo of the King's brothers (a name it very brieflyretained' ami his own disgrace, tt would appearthai it was uot sufficient to cause Great Britain to
abandon a project which, It was bolleved, promisedbooty even buyond roach of calculation.

TJIK KSULIHI1 1NVADIS0 FORCE.
England had all along kept a greedy eye fixed

upon the French and Spanish possesion# in
America Her aggressions In Canada and tu the
West indies led to the loriuation of what is known^ history as .'The Family Compact" between
Kra .« and Spain. The two latter Powers were
eharacd with osmK undue means to Induce Porta-

Great Britain. This was In 1761, -*> years artor
Vernon's disastrous enterprise before ShnUago de
Cnba. War existed with Irarice, and Sir Jamed
Douglas had capturod Martinique. Tho .kugUshMinistry professed Its anxiety to remain at peace
with Spain, while It secretly collected a Urge fleet
and army to make a descent on Cuba.irilKN WAR WAS AQAIN DECLARED,
in June 1764 a squadron sailed iroin Portsmouth.
under Admiral l'ococke, with 20,000 troops, cora-nlanded by the Karl of Albemarle. These wero
mined bv Sir James Douglas' vessels and, thus
united the expedition consisted of Hi ships of theFine 1» smaller ships ol war aud 150 transports.T avoid the tedlousness of the common voyage
Pococke boldly explored a perilous way along the
Baliutiias, and without the slightest accident ap»

PTurodam0vaClHofUrEngltsh was a surprise, tor It
win the flrat intimation the Oubaua iia.it ol ttoetetFce of war. Ncverthelesi Havana was ofsuf-
tirient strength, by art and nature, to malce a
vigorous defence. The city was fortified with the
ntinost skill, cost and care, as the great mart and
centre of Spanish American trade. Within the Dar
bor lay lg ships oi mo line? ..w"hl?hparts was a large army, Including the country
militia, scarcely inferior to the attaiiking force. Be-
sidcs these, the strong works flauked wli basUons
which defended tue main body of the P'ace, tho
narrow entrance to the harbor was secured by two
torts well nigh deemed Impregnable. And Here u
may be mentioned that the only use made of 11he
fleet during the siege was to sink three of them be-
hlno a strong boom at the mouth or the harbor.
The English landed- June 5, two miles southeastif Hav ana, without loss or opposition. Thoy were
divided into two corps. One, under General IJliott,
advanced a considerable way into the country,
while the other, under flencral Keppcl, besieged
Alorro Castle. The difficulties attending the opera-
Dons seemed insurmountable. The construction
of batteries commenced June 12, but so^ thin was
the soil and so hard the rock beneath, that the ad¬
vance was made very slowly. To coyer their ap¬
proaches the F.nglish had to use bales of cotton,
brought from Jamaica by air James Douglas, llicre
WiW

NO WATER IN THE VICINITT.
It could bo lmu lu the neighborhood of the camp,
but it was so impure that instead °frha^or^11'1* l0jnief it would only prove deadly, lhe uniygooa
water that could be obtained was at a diaiamo ot
three leagues, and could only beJP""5®'®**i in' boaj.Having no other way to get a supply, Albemarie ¦
troons had to depend upon the ships, lhe labor ofcutting roads through tae woods and drawing the
artillery was so excessive that many dropped JoWnrimd with the fatigue. Howevor. the batteries
we« Tamed to assafi the Morro and the ships ; a
uni-tin lu force was repulsed, but one day tlireoShius of the English fleet stationed themselves aa
mose as they could to the fort, and during seven
hours attempted to dismount its guns. .They were
rmrmeiliid to withdraw without producing -tho
slightest eiTect, alter sustaining great injury fromShe Morro's lire. The principal English battery was
also destroyed, it had required the lalffi. o f
men lor 17 days to complete It. It was cousumeu
m a lew hours, and all had to be constructed anew.
Disease had reduced the invadlug army to half its
number; 5,000 soldiers were untHfor duty and -,0J«
sailors were In the same condition. An expeoted
relDf°rooa TnOUSANT) TROOPS from new YORK
had not arrived. A lodgement was at length made
in the covered way, and an attempt made to dis¬
lodge the besiegers proved unsuccessful. lhe sue

Vel^oduied^vnemorTand 'the mIRuIs6 de Qon-
raies tile second in command, wero killed after
hraveiv resisting to the last. New works were
novv commenced to attack the clty. ThMloveraor
was niimmoned to surrender. He returned a oivu
but firm refusal. Albemarle opened his batteries
with such effect that flags of truce soon appeared,
and on the 13th August, 1762, alter 44 days siege,
the city wob occupied by the British lorces.

TUE CAPITULATION
yielded to the conquerors Havana, with 180 miles
of country to the westward. The fleet wtueli fell
into their hands consisted of niue ships of the line
and four frlgatls. which, with the three sunk at
the mouth of the harbor and two destroyed on the
stocks made up the entire Spanish squadron,whfeh made no attempt to act against the enemy,
thonph a small French naval lorce attacked a con-
voy and captured six ships, with SOO men ln the
vicinity of Havana during the siege. The treasure
in ready money, tobacco and other valuable ffier*
chandlso taken by the besiegers was estimated^at215,000,000. The garrison were allowed the honors
ot war aud sale conveyance to Spain. The Kngltehloas was over 2.000 men, but a greater number
afferwarcis died of sickness, wiuch raged, as stated,
to a great extent on shore and on shipboard.- lb®
division of the prize money caused great scan lal.
Admiral Pococke and the Earl ot Albemarle^achgot fooo.ooo, while the officers and crew t-anie In
lor very small sums. At the conclusion ot peace, In
1763, Cuba was restored to 8pain iuexchange
Florida, which was reconquered from the Kugllsn
at a later date. The BritlBh occupation, which
lasted eleven months, gave the first great impetus
to agriculture and trade in Cuba by opening
foreign markets to Us produce.

HAVANA NOT D1FPI0ULT OF CATTUTIK.
Since 1762 Cuba has remained undisturbed In the

hands of spaln, with the exception of the few fili¬
bustering expeditions from the United States, eachof which ended disastrously, and of the insurrec¬
tion now in progress. Sensible of the importance
or tho island, and profiting by the disasters of
1762 the Spanish authorities have not only re¬
paired the lormor fortifications, but have added
new ones. The Morro aud La Puuta, which onlyexisted then, have oeen supplemented by four
other works,'all of whlch.lt lit"derstood, awarmod with the heaviest modern rtie
English, with a force of 20,000 troops, 8.'^^eriuced bv death and ulscase, took Havana, alter a
comparatively brief siege, while the entire POPU'®;tlon ol Cuba was a unit. The garrtaon and shipsot war were as strong and as numerous in 1.0- m
those that can be now found In the city and
harbor. An enterprising and able gcneral UkB
Slioridan. with 40,uoo men, would make as short If
not shorter work than Albemarle did in the last
century. Military authorities agree In saying this
number wsuld oe necessary, lhe United states, in
the event ol hostilities, ceuld count on 50,000 native
allies, who need only arms to make them effective
soldiers. To effect a landing could not be a verydangerous operation. The most important dutythe uavv would have to perform would be to cover
the debarkation at some suitable point. I his ac¬
complished the tall or Havana would be insured,
and with the tall oi Havana Cuba "°Dl<} t.0 ^Suanish It is well, however, to understand tho
strength of Spain and the difficulties to be en¬
countered in the island if war Is to come. This
knowledge will point ont the necessity of makingdue preparations to insure success. The Phi¬
lippine Islands In the Pacific would easily he cap¬tured by our Asiatic fleet, If sucli was deemed ad¬
visable.

CApTUBg Qt pIUUPP,NB islands.
On the breaking out of hostilities 111 1762, in pur¬

suance of orders received irom England, an expedi¬tion was despatched irom Madras against Lnconla,the principal of the Philippine Islands. Eleven
ships of war, with 2,uou troops, under Uoneral
Draper, were ready to sail. The {Spaniards, not
being acquainted with the fact of war having been
declared, were entirely unprepared for the appear¬
ance of an enemy's fleet. Had It been otherwise
the English force would have proved unequal to
the task undertaken. The Archbishop or Manila,who was tho supreme luler of the islands, how¬
ever, determined to make a vigorous defeuco.
The Spanish troops were small in number, but
they were reinforced by a number of uatives who
fought with the greatest desperation. Man la and
Oavito were stormed twelve days alter the British
landed. The Indians, who weio armed only With
bows, arrows aud spears, made a sortie and were
cut to pieces. They are represented to have
gnawed with tlielr teeth at tho bayonets that trans¬
fixed them. Draper's forces, winch were partlymade no or Lascars and Hepovs, plundered and
destroyed the towns, and the unfortunate Inhnhl-
tants i-itd to suffer all the horrors ol war. Several
ships of war and a large quantity of
were captured, and a ransom of $4,000,000 wiw
agreed to bo paid in consideration of sparing pri¬
vate property. The I'Ullippincs were subsequentlyrestored to Spain, in whose possession they have
since remained.

RIOT ON 8TATEN ISLAND.
The residents of Htaten Island wore thrown into

consternation yesterday arternoon at the rumor of
a riot, among the laborers at Port Richmond. The
citizens flocked lroin nil parts of the county In car¬
nages and street cars to the .scene of action, and
were anxious to find out all the particulars. It. ap-
peurH that Dr. Martlndale, a well known resident
of Richmond county, lurod Jlfteen men to lay a
sower from his rcsideuce to the river (the Kill von
Kull), and while at work they were arrested by
twenty-live special officers, who were detailed bythe Hoard 01 A mermen to stop the work, and who
refused at their last meeting the privilege to Dr.
Martlndale to run a waste pipe iroin his residence.
The men were arraigned beforo Justice Middle-
brook. who immediately discharged them; and
soon after they were rearrested and brought be-
foie the same Justice, who again discharged them.
On again resuming work a light occurred between
the Constables and the laborers, winch lasted for
some tune, nutll tliey were finally separated t>y the
county police.

SODDEN DEATH OF AN UNKNOWN MAN.
Crrv ok KmoflTOH, N. Y. Nov. JO. 1*73.

A man, apparently about «n years of age, a pas¬
senger on the steamer James W. Baldwin, died
suddenly on the boat soon alter its arrival lust
night. The Jury rendered a verdict of death irom
heart disease. From papers on his porsou the
man's name was thought to bo Michael Melinite,
hut uottUAtf mrtUer is known About luuu


